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Heritage Commission 1 
Danville, NH 2 

Minutes of August 10, 2016 Meeting 3 
 4 

 5 
Members Present:  Carol Baird (Chair), Mary Ann DiStefano (Vice Chair), Michele Boyd 6 
(Alternate), Marguerite Guilmette (Alternate) 7 
   8 
Also Present:  Laurie Crevatis (Clerk) 9 
    10 
Absent & Excused:   Judi Cogswell (Selectperson Member), Aamber-Rose McIntyre 11 
(Member), Linda Roth (Member) 12 
 13 
Carol called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  The meeting was televised.  Carol appointed 14 
Michele and Marguerite as voting members in place of Aamber-Rose and Linda. 15 
 16 

Draft Minutes of July 13, 2016 17 
  18 
The draft minutes of the July 13, 2016 meeting were reviewed.  Mary Ann made a motion to 19 
accept the minutes of July 13, 2016 as revised.  Marguerite seconded the motion and it passed 20 
unanimously.  21 
 22 

Draft Minutes of July 27, 2016 23 
  24 
The draft minutes of the July 27, 2016 meeting were reviewed.  Michele made a motion to 25 
accept the minutes of July 27, 2016 as revised.  Marguerite seconded the motion and it passed 26 
unanimously.  27 
 28 

Draft Non-Public Minutes of May 11, 2016, May 25, 2016 and June 8, 2016 29 
 30 

Carol suggested deferring review of these minutes until more members who were present at 31 
them will be available, and everyone agreed.   32 
 33 

Mail/Announcements 34 
 35 

• A calendar was received from the New Hampshire Humanities Council. 36 
• An email was received from the Seacoast Area Heritage and Historical Meeting Group.  37 

On October 15, 2016 there will be a meeting among various heritage and historical 38 
commissions in North Hampton from 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Nadine Miller of the New 39 
Hampshire Division of Historical Resources will speak about Section 106, the New 40 
Hampshire Historic Preservation Act.  Carol said she attended one of these meetings in 41 
the past and it was excellent and interactive with great speakers.  Also, it was a good 42 
networking experience.  Carol will notify the board when registration begins.  If there is 43 
a cost involved, Heritage has money allocated for this in its budget.  It is sponsored by 44 
the New Hampshire Historic Commission, as well as the Rye and Stratham Historic 45 
Commissions.  46 

• An employee policy manual was received for Laurie Crevatis. 47 
 48 

Discussion 49 
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 50 
1. Old Home Day 51 

 52 
Bill Gard informed Carol he is scheduled for hip surgery next week and he asked if a Heritage 53 
member could man the Old Meeting House if he is unable to. 54 
 55 
Carol spoke to Linda Roth and she is going to drop off more brochures at Carol’s house as 56 
well as costumes and Carol will give the brochures to Aamber-Rose to fold. 57 
 58 
Carol refilled the box at the town hall porch with brochures.  There are 75 left now.  Carol 59 
asked Linda to drop off some blank paper in order to print 50 more.  Mary Ann offered to do it if 60 
Janet is busy and needs help.   61 
 62 

2.  October 29 Event 63 
 64 

Old Meeting House Permission Letter 65 
 66 

Carol suggested sending a letter to the Board of Selectmen putting them on notice and asking 67 
their permission for this event to take place at the Old Meeting House.  Carol will draft a letter 68 
to review at the next meeting. 69 
 70 

Speaker 71 
 72 

The speaker emailed Carol and said he does not have a microphone, but he has a loud voice.  73 
He does not think he needs one.  His presentation is only one hour long.  He will come early 74 
and Carol will meet with him.  He will pick certain headstones to focus on.  The speaker 75 
inquired as to what will happen if it rains.  His alternate plan would be a slide show that can be 76 
shown in the Old Meeting House.  Carol emailed Stacy of the Recreation Committee asking if 77 
we should think of an alternate activity in the event of rain.  A generator may be needed as 78 
well.  Carol will ask if he needs power for a slide show.  79 
 80 

History Info Displays 81 
 82 
A large informational sign was done many years ago for the entrance to Tuckertown Road.  83 
Carol will look for that.  Carol suggested placing signs along the way pointing out historical 84 
information about the area and putting up displays inside the Old Meeting House. 85 
  86 

3.  Status Update – Meeting House Subdivision 87 
 88 
Carol announced there is going to be a meeting between Carol, Mr. Hatch, and town counsel 89 
to go over research gathered and try to come up with a consensus.  The meeting is tomorrow.   90 
The developer signed a request for continuance.  Carol explained that once the Planning 91 
Board accepts the developer’s application they must act within a certain number of days.  If 92 
there is no consensus, a surveyor will be selected to determine the boundary markers of the 93 
Old Meeting House and cemetery and to review deeds. 94 
 95 

4. Terra Realty Trust Graveling Operation, Tuckertown Road & Old Meeting 96 
House 97 
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Terra Realty attended the Board of Selectmen’s recent meeting and indicated they wish to  98 
proceed with the gravel operation they first started in 1995.   99 
 100 
Carol explained there are lots of documents that go back a long way and they involve Heritage 101 
to some extent.  The Board of Selectmen have historically included Heritage in their 102 
comments.  If they proceed, there will be public hearings.   103 
 104 
Carol gave a brief history and passed out an “Overview of the Project” which she created 105 
dated August 11, 2016.  She also passed out a “Conditional Excavation Permit” dated May 3, 106 
1999 and a copy of the case of Eugene A. Cormier, Trustee of Terra Realty Trust v. Town of 107 
Danville Zoning Board of Adjustment (a May 14, 1998 NH Supreme Court decision), and a 108 
May 25, 2000 letter to the Board of Selectmen following a joint walk on Tuckertown Road by 109 
various boards of Danville with Terra Realty Trust outlining concerns  110 
 111 
The Conditional Excavation Permit lists the protections put in place back in 1999.  Some of the 112 
concerns that are addressed in the Conditional Excavation Permit are as follows: 113 
 114 
The Meeting House must be monitored for damage from vibration caused by trucks.  Heritage 115 
has documents for NHDHR on potential for damage and what to look for and what can be 116 
done.  117 
 118 
Some of the impacts on the public could be dust, truck traffic, noise, and potential 119 
environmental damage to aquifer, water, soil, wildlife.  There will be limited use of Tuckertown 120 
Road for recreation.  121 
 122 
Terra is exempt from the Historic District Ordinance because the Ordinance was established 123 
after the Supreme Court decision.  124 
 125 
The Board of Selectmen also discussed a recreation area Terra is planning, but no one knows 126 
anything about it.  Mary Ann said they want to make it look like a park. 127 
 128 
Marguerite asked if there was a way in and out of the area and Carol explained there may be a 129 
way on the west.  There is a new development there.  She does not know if anyone looked at it 130 
or if it would work. There are also wetlands out there.  Carol showed a map of their land in 131 
relation to Tuckertown Road.   132 
 133 
Nothing has been done since 1999 on this and there has been no activity from Terra.    Carol 134 
asked that the Summary, Conditional Permit, Supreme Court decision, and letter to the Board 135 
of Selectmen be properly scanned and emailed to the clerk for attaching to these minutes.   136 
 137 
Mary Ann made a motion to electronically scan and email to Laurie the following documents:  138 
Supreme Court decision, Tuckertown Overview of the Project, the letter to the Board of 139 
Selectmen dated 5/25/00, and the Excavation Permit of 5/3/99, to be attached to the minutes.  140 
Michele seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  141 
 142 
Per Carol, Heritage may be asked to participate by the Planning Board in some of the terms, or 143 
for our input.  Tonight’s discussion was just informational for all.  There are lots of steps and 144 
reports to be done.  The next Planning Board meeting is August 25.  Carol does not know if we 145 
will be asked to be part of this project.  146 
 147 
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Carol stressed the importance of the people who live near the area to attend any public 148 
meetings by the Planning Board on this project as it may affect their lives and what protections 149 
will be put in place for their water, etc.  She wanted people watching to learn the scope of this 150 
project and why it has been a long hard process for the town.  151 
 152 
The Planning Board is the one to issue the final permit. 153 
 154 
Per Carol, this will be on the agenda for the next meeting to see if anyone has any questions.   155 

 156 
Adjournment 157 

 158 
Mary Ann made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 p.m. Marguerite seconded the motion 159 
and it passed unanimously.  160 
 161 

 162 
 163 

MINUTES PREPARED BY LAURIE CREVATIS 164 
 165 

Amended/Approved on August 22, 2016 by majority vote of the Commission. 166 
 167 
 168 

Next meeting:  August 22, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. 169 
 170 
 171 
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